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return the Emperor Sigismund promised to withdraw
his support of die Teutonic Knights. Subsequently Sigis-
mund succeeded in obtaining the crown, though his
treacherous seizure of the heretic John Huss at the Council
of Constance provoked a sanguinary insurrection in
Bohemia diat repaid him dearly for the reformer's death.
In 1424 a further blow at the progress of Hussitism in
Poland (directly proceeding from the presence of a large
number of Polish students at the University of Prague,
then the source and centre of the new doctrines) was
aimed by the Edict of Wielmi, which ordered all the
Poles in Bohemia to return to Poland, and enacted that
those suspected of heresy should be tried by the Church.
The reign of Jagicllo had seen a further series of
triumphs for die nobility. Since the pact of Koczyce the
diets convoked by the king for die confirmation of new
taxes had become customary. In 1404, after the holding
of a number of provincial diets, the first general council
of nobles, assembled at Nowe Miasto Kozczyn, had
resolved to levy a tax amounting to 12 groschen per ku
of land (as much as one man can plough in a year) for the
recovery of the province of Dobrzyn. In 1406 and 1407,
independently and without the participation of the king,
the nobles met at Piotrkow and took measures to protect
their interests against the encroachments of the clergy.
In reply to the Synodal statute of Mikolaj Traba (1420)
the nobles prohibited laymen from applying to or
accepting the jurisdiction of the Church.
At this period local parliaments or diets began to be
formed. These, composed generally of nobles and
gentry, became centres of provincial government, and
not only levied new taxes but appointed tax-gatherers
responsible directly to the Diet. The gradual rise of these
institutions in power and responsibility naturally weak-
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